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COGGERS IN THE GARAGE |

By Tim Baer

1 had noticed the sign just down the road from my home last year. 1 knew what COG meant,
but I was headed out of town for the day. This year, on the last Saturday in April while I was do-
ing my Honey-Do list, I was running into town when I noticed the dayglow COG sign on the
side of the road again. | twned around and headed back to the house to get my camera, business
cards and a copy of the Motorcyclist’s Post and then stopped in to meet the group.

There were about 30-40 Kawasaki’s parked in the driveway and a big Kawasaki banner
stretched across the shed. Behind the sign-up table was the club’s banner hanging from the porch
rail along with a swap area and the snack table. The three bays of the garage were wide open and
there were 5 Kawasaki's being worked on by the Coggers, they were replacing tires, a rear shock,
doing oil changes and replacing the tiny batteries in the tire pressure sensor system. It seemed the
tiny battery powering the pressure sensing system dies in about three years and Kawasaki wants
you to replace the entire assembly for $198.86 retail, per wheel, plus labor whereas the club has
found a method of replacing just the battery for a lot less money.

Back in 1986, Kawasaki took their Ninja 1000 motor and installed it in a sport touring set up
with drive shaft and hard bags and created the Concours, the ZG1000-A1, a “Gentlemen’s Ex-
press” which surprised the hell out of BMW and gave them a good run for their money. It didn’t
take long for the Concours to prove it’s worth and create a following. The ZG 1000 stayed in pro-
duction for the next twenty years with minor improvements and a good reputation. In 2007 there
was no Concours on the show room floors, as Kawasaki planned their next move. In 2008, Ka-
wasaki came out with the new Concours, the ZG1400 with a host of modern improvements,
reestablishing their presence in the sport touring world.

1 got a charice to talk to Steve Smith, the Area Director. The club is quite active and has a lot of
members. This year’s regional schedule has nine eveuts including the National Meet in Helene,
Georgia in June. Nationally, the group 1s divided up into 5 regions with a few reaching into Can-
ada and the club puts out a great magazine called the Concourier, the journal of the Concours
Owmers Group full of stories and tech tips. The club is proud of their many long distance riders
and offers 50k, 100k, 150k and 200k stickers for those that qualify. This group is one of the clubs
you join for the bike and stay for the people. If you would like to get involved with the group,
please visit their website at www.cog-online.org.

The COG Tech Day, the garage was a busy place, changing tires, flushing tluids and swapping stories.

Motorcyclist’s Post

The National Group of the COG puts out
the Concourier, a beautiful clnb maga-
zine four times a year,
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The COG North East Region
Summer schedule.
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